
William Knabe & Company of Baltimore
Knabe Victorian Square Grand

Serial #20298
Finish: Brazilian Rosewood

Age: 141 years
Manufactured: 1880 - 1885

Made in: United States
Founded: United States, New York, 1837

Current status: Still manufactured

William Knabe & Company was one of the finest piano builders in American history.
Knabe was the official piano of the Metropolitan Opera and was known for its sweet yet 
robust tone quality which was ideal for vocal accompaniment.

Your piano is made with beautifully carved Brazilian Rosewood and is of the Rococo 
Victorian style with Cabriole legs, carved moldings and a fret-work music rack.







Removing Action, Taking Detailed Measurements  
(String Height, Key Slip, Key Height, Key Travel, String Number, Pin Number, etc.)



Deep Cleaning Keys, Piano Cavity, Soundboard (under strings), Key Sticks, Balance and Front Rails, 
Action, Catchers, Various Felt Rails, Buttons and Damper Mechanism



Repairing Hammer Flanges, Jack Pinning, Adjusting Hammer Cord and Spring



Repairing Damper Blocks, and Dampers

Evaluating Key-Tops for Repair, Color Match





Unique Keys.. over 33” long..(most pianos are around 7 - 9”)



Cleaning and Buffing Keys

Evaluating Hammers and Possible 
Repair Solution.. 

They have a extreme shape, bore 
distance and rake (pitch) angles.

They also have deep string cuts which
will require re-shaping and mating to 
strings.



Shaping and Aligning



Reaming Key Hole Spacing and Mortise (1/8”)... 

Easing Bushings, Repair and Adjustments.



Repairing 
Jack/Wippen
Cord & Spring

Regulating



First of several passes on Regulation.. .



Balance Rail & Front Rail... polishing, prepping for regulation  



Leveling White Keys
Adjusting Key Travel



Leveling Black Key 
Black Key Travel
(Dip)

Regulating Let-Off
to String Height... 
(1.5mm- 3.00mm)



Repairing Pedal Lyre



Pitch Raise... 
Multiple passes to help stabilize the tension in the strings.. (15 – 20 tons of string pressure)
First pass was over 300+ cents flat.. (likely added 4 – 6 tons of string pressure)

Fine Tuning...
Back in the 1800's there was no standard .. with some experimenting, I decided to bring the piano 
up to our standard of A-440Hz.

The tuning pins are near the rear of the piano, with the strings running parallel to the keys (all 
modern pianos are perpendicular)... being very careful, I was able to bring all the strings up to pitch 
without any breaking..  

It sounds incredible for a 141 year old piano... ;-)



Beautiful Piano, with a lot of history...

The action has been completely regulated and refurbished.  All the keys have been repaired 
or replaced.  Dampers, pedal, back action have be repaired, replaced or regulated to work as 
well or better then when it was new.

I suspect it has never sounded or felt better in it's life.  A joy to play.

Ken Foster, BM, RPT
(801)255-TUNE

KenFoster.com


